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Gener al  Tr ends i n t he Devel opment  of  t he Chi r i baya Cul t ur e,
Sout h- coast al  Per u

The aut onomoy of  t he coast al  Moquegua or  I l o val l ey r eaches

i t s c l ear est  apex wi t h t he emer gence of  t he Lat e I nt er medi at e

mat er i al  t r adi t i on known as Chi r i baya.  Chi r i baya habi t at i on

si t es of  up t o 14 hect ar es ar e f ound al most  cont i nuousl y al ong

t he sl opes of  t he coast al  val l ey,  and,  i n f act ,  t her e ar e f ew i f

any al l uvi al  f ans t hat  do not  bear  i t s di st i nct i ve r emai ns.

Thr ough our  r ecent  r esear ch i n I l o,  Chi r i baya now appear s t o

have had a f ai r l y  l ong per i od of  devel opment .  A devel opment

char act er i zed by a number  of  s i gni f i cant  changes i n i t s mat er i al

t r adi t i ons t hat  ar e r ef l ect i ve of  key economi c and soci al  t r ends

Most  obvi ous among t hese wer e t he est abl i shment  of  cont r ol  over

di ver se r esour ces,  a cer t ai n degr ee of  economi c speci al i zat i on,

and t he devel opment  of  st r ong i nt er si t e soci al  hei r ar chy.

The ext ensi on of  Chi r i baya r emai ns out si de t he coast al  val l ey

i s ver y l i mi t ed.  Sever al  s i t es ar e known f r om t he l ower  s i er r a

por t i on of  t he Moquegua val l ey and ot her  s i t es have been

i dent i f i ed at  a number  of  smal l  spr i ng- f ed quebr adas i mmedi at el y

nor t h of  I l o.  Chi r i baya r emai ns have al so been r epor t ed i n t he

pr i nci pal  coast al  val l eys f r om Ar i ca,  Chi l e i n t he sout h,  t o t he

Tambo val l ey i n t he nor t h,  t hough out si de of  t he Moquegua Val l ey

i t  i s  not  al ways cl ear  j ust  what  i s i dent i f i ed as Chi r i baya.

Nonet hel ess,  Chi r i baya' s coast al  or i ent at i on i s c l ear  and i t s

r ange i s ext r emel y l i mi t ed.

Dur i ng t he past  f our  year s mysel f  and ot her  member s of  t he



2

Pr ogr ama Const i suyu have excavat ed sever al  st r at i f i ed habi t at i on

and mor t uar y s i t es l ocat ed i n di st i nct  zones wi t hi n t he Moquegua

Val l ey.  The most  i mpor t ant  s i t es f or  t hi s br i ef  di scussi on her e

ar e San Ger oni mo l ocat ed on t he edge of  t he paci f i c ;  Chi r i baya

Al t a l ocat ed 5 k i l omet er s f r om t he coast ;  Chi r i baya Baj a,

l ocat ed 7 k i l omet er s f r om t he coast ;  and Yar al ,  l ocat ed appr ox.

50 ki l omet er s f r om t he ocean at  t he l owest  poi nt  of  agr i cul t ur al

pr oduct i on i n t he s i er r a.

As a r esul t  of  t hese excavat i ons a number  of  st r at i f i ed t r ash

mi ddens and super i mposed bur i al s gi ve cor r obor at i ve cont ext  t o

t housands of  sher ds and ot her  t r ash r emai ns as wel l  as mor e t han

1500 whol e vessel s and mul t i t udes of  ot her  ar t ef act s.  Thi s

over whel mi ng quant i t y of  mat er i al  evi dence poi nt s t o at  l east

t hr ee l ocal  f ases i n Chi r i baya' s cer ami c t r adi t i on.  These phases

ar e,  i n t ur n,  coor di nat ed wi t h some basi c pr ocesses i n

Chi r i baya' s i ndependent  gr owt h and i nt er nal  uni t y.

Chi r i baya Cer ami cs

Chi r i baya cer ami cs ar e char act er i zed by mul t i - col or ed desi gns

on a r ed sl i p and most  par t i cul ar l y by whi t e dot s on a bl ack

band al ong t he r i m.  The heavy use of  whi t e dot s i n l i near

pat t er ns i s one of  many uni que char act er i st i cs t hat  di st i ngui sh

Chi r i baya f r om ot her  Lat e I nt er medi at e t r adi t i ons such as Mol l o,

Al l i t a Amaya,  Kol l au,  Chur aj on,  San Mi guel ,  and ot her s.

Chi r i baya f or ms ar e al so r eadi l y i dent i f i abl e.  Ther e i s an

al most  excl usi ve use of  r ounded as opposed t o st r ai ght - s i ded



3

bowl s,  and a heavy emphasi s on ovoi dal  ( egg- shaped)  and gl obul ar

j ar s.  Fur t her  al l  Chi r i baya cer ami cs have f l at - bot t oms ( about

8cm i n di amet er ) ,  st r ai ght  or  convexl y cur ved bodi es,  r ounded

non- f l ar i ng l i ps,  and r i bbon- shaped handl es.

The most  di st i nct i ve Chi r i baya mot i f  i s  a mul t i - col or ed,

t r apezoi dal  panel  composed of  t wo conver gi ng pai r s of  st ep-

pat t er ns or i ent ed ar ound a semi - c i r c l e.  Al t er nat i ng ar r angement s

of  t hese panel s cover  t he bodi es and necks of  j ar s and ot her

cl ose- mout hed vessel s.  The st ep pat t er n and semi - c i r c l e ar e

common t o many ot her  Lat e I nt er medi at e and Mi ddl e Hor i zon

t r adi t i ons.  The t r apezoi dal  panel ,  however ,  i s  a uni que

combi nat i on.  Ot her  uni que t hough si mpl er  mot i f s i ncl ude mul t i -

col or ed bands ar r anged si mpl y,  i n z i g- zags,  or ,  i n combi nat i on

wi t h al t er nat i ng semi - c i r c l es.

Desi gns uni que t o bowl s al so set  Chi r i baya apar t  f r om i t s

cont empor ar i es.  Common use i s made of  t he Lat e I nt er medi at e

semi - ci r c l e and bow- t i e,  or  but t er f l y mot i f s,  t hough Chi r i baya

makes equal l y heavy use of  8- poi nt ed st ar s as wel l  as 2,  3 and 4

poi nt ed hal f - st ar s.  Though ei ght - poi nt ed st ar s ar e f ound on War i

vessel s i n t he Ar equi pa r egi on,  I  have yet  t o f i nd t hem wi t hi n

ot her  Lat e I nt er medi at e t r adi t i ons i n t he sout h- cent r al  Andes.

Based pr i mar i l y upon t he st r at i gr af i c di st r i but i on of  desi gn

el ement s I  have i ni t i al l y  c l assi f i ed Chi r i baya cer ami cs i nt o

t hr ee f ases:  1)  t he i ni t i al  or  Al gar r obal  phase;  2)  t he mi ddl e

or  Yar al  phase;  and 3)  t he l at e or  San Ger oni mo phase.  I t  i s

necessar y t o not e t hat  t hese phases ar e al so wel l  cor r el at ed
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wi t h ot her  changes i n cer ami c pr oduct i on,  i ncl udi ng mat er i al  and

f or m,  as wel l  as wi t h di st i nct  changes i n ot her  ar t ef act s and

over al l  mor t uar y pat t er ns.

The Al gar r obal  Phase

The i ni t i al  ( Al gar r obal )  f ase cont ai ns t he gr eat est  var i et y i n

t er ms of  r aw mat er i al s ( c l ay,  t emper ,  pai nt s) ,  desi gn ( pr i mar i l y

var i at i ons on t he t r apezoi dal  panel )  and f or mal  execut i on

( var i at i on i n det ai l ) .  I t  al so bear s t he c l osest  asoci at i ons

wi t h ot her  Lat e I nt er medi at e st y l es as wel l  as Mi ddl e Hor i zon

t r adi t i ons.  A f ew exampl es of  t hese associ at i ons i ncl ude:  1)  t he

use of  f ewer  col or s;  2)  pr ot uber ances on j ar  handl es;  3)  bow- t i e

mot i f s,  ei ght - poi nt ed st ar  mot i f s,  ver t i cal  st ep pat t er ns or

saw- t oot h desi gns,  and chai ns of  cr oss- hat ched di amonds;  and 4)

a hi gher  per cent age of  st r ai ght - s i ded bowl s.

Ear l y phase cer ami cs ar e al so f ound i n cont ext  wi t h t wo ot her

di st i nct  st y l es,  each made of  di st i nct  mat er i al s wi t h

di st i nct i ve f or ms.  One,  " Osmor e mul t i - col or " ,  appear s s i mi l ar  t o

Chur aj on and Mol l o i n i t s use of  bl ack and whi t e desi gns

especi al l y chai ns of  cr oss- hat ched di amonds ( r homboi ds)  and

ver t i cal  st ep- pat t er ns.  The second,  " I l o mul t i - col or "  makes some

use of  t he Chi r i baya t r apezoi dal  panel  t hough most  desi gns ar e

f ar  s i mpl er  l i near  pat t er ns.  Because past e,  desi gn,  and f or m

appear  coor di nat ed,  i t  suggest s t hat  t hese ar e di st i nct  t ypes i n

t he sense t hat  t hey pr obabl y r epr esent  di st i nct  gr oups of

pot t er s.  A number  of  uni que vessel s may al so i ndi cat e ot her
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pot t er s.  Of  i nt er est  i s t hat  t he vessel s per t ai ni ng t o Osmor e mul t i -

col or  and I l o mul t i - col or ,  as wel l  as uni que vessel s,  ar e f ound

separ at el y and i n associ at i on wi t h ear l y phase Chi r i baya cer ami cs.

Thi s ear l y phase t akes i t s name f r om t he Di st r i ct  of  Al gar r obal

wher e i t  was i dent i f i ed l ast  summer .  Cer ami cs per t ai ni ng t o t hi s phase

have t hus f ar  been i dent i f i ed onl y f r om t he si t e of  Chi r i baya Al t a,

l ocat ed appr ox.  5 ki l omet er s f r om t he ocean.

The Yar al  Phase

The mi ddl e Chi r i baya phase ( Yar al )  i s  mar ked by a

st andar di zat i on of  Chi r i baya past e and desi gns,  t he el i mi nat i on

of  pr ot uber ances on j ar s and t he di sapear ance of  st r ai ght - s i ded

bowl s.  Fi ni sh and f or m ar e st andar di zed wi t h pr oduct i on

concent r at i ng on bowl s and j ar s.  Some - ker os and l ar ger  nar r ow-

mout hed vessel s or  cant ar os wer e al so made.  Ei ght - poi nt ed st ar s

wer e r epl aced by pendant  hal f - st ar s and j ar s wer e decor at ed

excl usi vel y wi t h t r apezoi dal  panel s.  I n mor t uar y cont ext s,

mi ddl e phase cer ami cs wer e not  f ound wi t h any ot her  cont empor ar y

st y l e.

The Yar al  phase i s named af t er  t he s i t e of  Yar al  wher e i t  i s

t he domi nant  phase pr esent .  Yar al  cer ami cs have been f ound i n

quant i t i es at  al l  f our  Chi r i baya set t l ement s di scussed her e.

The San Ger oni mo Phase

I n t he f i nal  ( San Ger oni mo)  phase t her e was a v i r t ual

expl osi on i n Chi r i baya cer ami c pr oduct i on bot h i n t er ms of  f or ms
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pr oduced as wel l  as quant i t i es.  Past e,  wal l  t hi ckness,  and

shape,  r each t hei r  hi ghest  degr ee of  st andar di zat i on i n

decor at ed as wel l  as non- decor at ed war es.  Bowl s ar e t r ansf or med

t hr ough t he i nt r oduct i on of  handl es or  a r i m pr ot uber ance and

wer e decor at ed al most  excl usi vel y wi t h i nt er i or  desi gns.  Lar ge

nar r ow- mout hed and wi de- mout hed chi cha vessel s became common i n

gr aves as do r educed ver si ons of  l ar ger  vessel s.  Speci al i zed

f or ms such as spout ed- j ar s,  pedast al l ed i ncense- bur ner s and

pl ai nwar e boot - shaped pot s al so appear .

Desi gns under go a s i mpl i f i cat i on dur i ng t hi s f i nal  phase as

wel l .  Fi r st ,  t her e i s a v i r t ual  r epl acement  of  t he t r apezoi dal

panel  by mul t i - col or ed bands and combi nat i ons of  bands and semi -

c i r c l es.  Bowl s mai nt ai n t he semi - c i r c l e and hal f - st ar  mot i f s but

al so make use of  i nt er i or  bands ar r anged i n t he shape of  a

cr oss.  Nonet hel ess,  f i nal  phase cer ami cs,  t hough somewhat

t hi cker ,  ar e made of  t he same past es as mi ddl e phase cer ami cs

wi t h basi cal l y t he same f or ms.  Pai nt s,  however ,  ar e mor e

f ugi t i ve.  I nt er est i ngl y f i nal  phase vessel s ar e f ound i n

mor t uar y cont ext s wi t h San Mi quel  vessel s,  demonst r at i ng t hei r

cont empor anei t y.

Thi s phase t akes i t s name f r om t he si t e of  San Ger oni mo wher e

i t  was f i r st  i dent i f i ed.  Quant i t i es of  addi t i onal  cont ext s have

been f ound t hr oughout  t he l ower  val l ey,  t hough not  at  Yar al .  I n

mor t uar y cont ext s as wel l  as domest i c mi ddens,  decor at ed

cer ami cs occur  i n much gr eat er  quant i t i es t han i n pr evi ous

per i ods.  Mor t uar y cont ext s,  whi ch ar e equal l y bi ased t owar d

hi gh- st at us bur i al s al l  s i t es cont ai n up t o 30 vessel s and



7

aver age bet ween 10- 15 compar ed wi t h.  5- 10 vessel s i n t he mi ddl e

phase and f ewer  st i l l  dur i ng t he i ni t i al  phase.

These gener al  t r ends i n Chi r i baya cer ami c pr oduct i on expr ess

sever al  i mpor t ant  aspect s of  Chi r i baya©s gr owt h:  1)  i t s mor e- or -

l ess i ndependent  l i ne of  devel opment ;  2)  a gr owi ng uni f i cat i on

among t he set t l ement s shar i ng t he t r adi t i on;  and 3)  a pr obabl e

i ncr ease i n cer ami c pr oduct i on as a speci al i zed act i v i t y.

The geogr aphi c di st r i but i on of  Chi r i baya cer ami cs demonst r at es

1)  an ear l y concent r at i on on t he coast ;  and 2)  an appar ent l y

l at er  uni f i cat i on of  popul at i ons i n di st i nct  envi r onment al

zones,  a pr ocess whi ch seems t o have pr ovi ded l ess economi c r i sk

and a gr eat er  pot ent i al  f or  gr owt h t hr ough t he di r ect  access t o

a var i et y of  compl ement ar y r esour ces.

The Mi ddl e Phase spr ead of  t he Chi r i baya mat er i al  t r adi t i on

suggest s-  t he uni f i cat i on and/ or  est abl i shment  of  pot ent i al l y

speci al i zed set t l ement s l ocat ed i n t hr ee di st i nct  zones:  1)  t he

agr i cul t ur al  zone of  bot h t he coast al  and l ower  s i er r a val l ey

f l oor s;  2)  t he mar i t i me zone at  t he r i ver  mout h;  and 3)  t he

l ower  l i mi t s of  t he l omas.

Chi r i baya set t l ement s al ong t he coast al  val l ey f l oor  mai nt ai n

i mmedi at e access t o bot h nat ur al  and cul t ur al  hydr ol ogi cal

r esour ces.  The occupat i on of  pr evi ousl y i nhabi t ed s i t es seem t o

have t aken advant age of  ear l i er  agr i cul t ur al  syst ems.  The

Chi r i baya component  of  Yar al ,  f or  i nst ance,  i s super i mposed on
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an ear l i er  Tumi l aca occupat i on at  t he l owest  poi nt  of

agr i cul t ur al  pr oduct i on i n t he s i er r a.  I n t he coast al  val l ey,

t he Tumi l aca or  Cabuza si t es of  Al godonal  and Lor et o Vi ej o,

r ecent l y excavat ed by Br uce Owen,  have subst ant i al ,  l at er

Chi r i baya component s and ar e c l osel y associ at ed wi t h a

subst ant i al  canal  and t er r ace syst em.

I t  i s  most  l i kel y t hat  t hi s canal  was const r uct ed dur i ng t he

i ni t i al  occupat i on of  t hese and ot her  s i t es adj acent  t o t he

canal .  Gi ven t hat  t he I l o val l ey i s no mor e t han 400 met er s wi de

at  i t s ext r eme and i s pr one t o seasonal  f l ash- f l oodi ng,  hi gh

canal  f ed t er r aces wer e pr obabl y essent i al  t o st abi l i ze

agr i cul t ur al  pr oduct i on.  Ot her  l ar ge si t es,  i ncl udi ng t he 14

hect ar e s i t e of  Chi r i baya Baj a appear  t o have devel oped

agr i cul t ur e i n t he wi dest  por t i on of  t he val l ey ut i l i z i ng l ower

canal s.

The si t e of  San Ger oni mo,  l ocat ed mer el y 100m f r om t he ocean

at  t he mout h of  t he Moquegua Ri ver ,  had a mor e mar i t i me

or i ent at i on,  t hough i t s economi c speci al i zat i on i s suggest ed by

much mor e t han i t s l ocat i on.  Excavat i ons i n a 200 m2 ar ea of  t he

si t e uncover ed 8 l ar ge st one- l i ned st or age pi t s i n addi t i on t o

87 st r at i gr af i cal l y r el at ed gr aves.  The st or age pi t s i n t hi s

ar ea measur ed f r om 1. 5 t o 3 met er s i n di amet er  wi t h a dept h of

1. 5 met er s.  Those wi t h pr eser ved cont ent s cont ai ned quant i t i es

of  smal l  dr i ed f i sh,  most  l i kel y anchovi es.  Thi s evi dence

combi ned wi t h l ar ge quant i t i es of  f i sh and shel l f i sh r emai ns i n

t he t r ash mi ddens i s a qui ck i ndi cat or  of  t he i nt ensi t y of

mar i t i me expl oi t at i on.
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 The gr avel ot s f r om San Ger oni mo ar e al so ver y t el l i ng.  Al most

al l  mal e bur i al s cont ai ned combi nat i ons of  hooks,  wei ght s,

f l oat s,  har poons,  cot t on cor ds and ot her  f i shi ng par apher nal i a.

I n addi t i on,  many t ombs cont ai ned model  wooden boat s,  one t omb

empl oyed whal e r i bs as a r oof i ng mat er i al  i n pl ace of  t he nor mal

st ones and a number  of  t ombs i ncl uded of f er i ngs of  whol e f i sh i n

addi t i on t o shel l f i sh.

The l ocat i on of  Chi r i baya Al t a,  di f f er s f r om al l  ot her

Chi r i baya si t es i n t hat  i t  i s  not  l ocat ed on t he val l ey bot t om.

Though onl y 5 kms f r om t he ocean,  Chi r i baya Al t a i s l ocat ed on

t he val l ey r i m at  t he f oot  of  t he l omas al ong t he pr i mar y ent r y

i nt o t he val l ey.  The pampa sur r oundi ng Chi r i baya Al t a i s

r ef er r ed t o by l ocal s as t he Pampa del  Descanso,  a name t aken

f r om i t s use as a r est i ng pl ace f or  her ds bet ween t hei r  t r avel s

f r om t he l omas t o t he wat er s of  t he val l ey f l oor .

I n cont r ast  t o San Ger oni mo,  al most  no f i shi ng i mpl ement s wer e

f ound i n Chi r i baya Al t a gr avel ot s.  However ,  unl i ke ot her  s i t es,

camel i d cr anea wer e consi st ent l y pr esent  i n t ombs of  al l  per i ods

and addi t i onal  camel i d i nt er ment s ar e f ound i n l oot er s pi t s

acr oss t he s i t e.

Though suggest i ons of  ani mal  husbandr y by coast al  peopl es have

met  wi t h a gr eat  deal  of  skept i c i sm,  t her e i s a r ange of

evi dence whi ch suggest s t hat  Chi r i baya mai nt ai ned cont i nual

access t o her ds.  Fi r st ,  Chi r i baya has a ver y r i ch t ext i l e

t r adi t i on.  Far dos consi st ent l y cont ai n 2 or  mor e shi r t s and

of t en cont ai n bags,  smal l er  squar e t ext i l es,  handwoven bel t s
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wi t h l ong br ai ds,  hand- knot t ed 4- poi nt ed hat s,  and ot her  i t ems.

Al l  of  t hese t ext i l es ar e f abr i cat ed of  wool  and ar e of t en

br i l l i ant l y dyed.  A r eady suppl y of  wool  i s  wel l - i ndi cat ed.

Second,  t he consi st ent  pr esence of  camel i d f eet  i n gr aves at  al l

Chi r i baya si t es as wel l  as t he abundant  cr anea i ncl uded i n

Chi r i baya Al t a gr aves,  shows year  ©r ound access t o t hese

ani mal s.  Thi r d,  t her e i s an ext r eme abundance of  camel i d bone i n

al l  mi ddens,  i ncl udi ng San Ger oni mo,  i ndi cat i ng,  once agai n,  an

abundant  i f  not  const ant  suppl y of  t hi s r esour ce and i t s maj or

cont r i but i on t o t he Chi r i baya di et .

The cur r ent  l omas veget at i on of  t he i mmedi at e ar ea i s scar ce

t o say t he l east ,  but  abundant  l and snai l s i n Chi r i baya mi ddens

suggest  t hat  t he l omas was once r i ch and pr obabl y of

consi der abl e dur at i on.  The I l o ar ea was known among t he

Spani ar ds as one of  t he r i chest  l omas zones al ong t he coast  and

t he seasonal  use of  t he ar ea by hi ghl and her der s i s a f ocal

poi nt  of  l ocal  hi st or i es.  For  many,  however ,  t he st ep f r om

seasonal  r esi dence t o per manent  r esi dence i s a l ar ge one

al t hough t he i sol at ed,  coast al  guanaco popul at i ons i n t he Tacna

ar ea i ndi cat e t he l at t er  possi bi l i t y .

What  I  post ul at e f or  t he Chi r i baya popul at i on i s di r ect

cont r ol  of  camel i d her ds r ei nf or ced t hr ough cont r ol  over  coast al

gr azi ng t er r i t or i es.  I  woul d al so suggest  t hat  some ani mal s wer e

per manent l y r esi dent  wi t hi n a shor t  di st ance of  t he coast al

set t l ement s.  Fur t her ,  i t  woul d appear  t hat  t he Chi r i baya Al t a

popul at i on mai nt ai ned speci al i zed access t o her ds dat i ng f r om

t he i ni t i al  phases of  i t s  set t l ement  not i ng t he i mpor t ance of

t hi s act i v i t y f r om t he ver y begi nni ngs of  i t s  devel opment .
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Over al l ,  some degr ee of  pr oduct i ve speci al i zat i on i s c l ear

among Chi r i baya set t l ement s,  t hough I  doubt  i n any case t hat

t hi s was an absol ut e speci al i zat i on.  At  Chi r i baya Baj a,  f or

exampl e,  a l ar ge househol d cont ai ned a st or age pi t  s i mi l ar  t o

t hose of  San Ger oni mo,  and i t  t oo cont ai ned dr i ed anchovy- l i ke

f i sh.  Ot her  f eat ur es at  hi s s i t e al so suggest  smoki ng of

anchovi es,  suggest i ng some i nvol vement  i n mar i t i me act i v i t i es.

As ment i oned ear l i er  speci al i zat i on was pr obabl y not  l i mi t ed

t o f ood pr oduct i on but  most  pr obabl y i ncl uded cer t ai n f or ms of

cr af t  pr oduct i on such as cer ami cs,  met al wor ki ng and per haps some

t ext i l es.  The ut i l i zat i on of  t hese cr af t  i t ems i n mor t uar y

por t r ayal s of  soci al  st at us acr oss Chi r i baya set t l ement s

suggest s one way i n whi ch t hese si t es wer e j oi ned bot h

et hni cal l y as wel l  as economi cal l y.

The anal ysi s of  ext ensi ve mor t uar y cont ext s f r om Chi r i baya

Al t a and San Ger oni mo,  t wo l i kel y cent er s of  speci al i zed gr oups,

suggest  t he pr esence of  a l ar ge el i t e st at us gr oup t hat  cr oss-

cut  i ndi v i dual  Chi r i baya si t e boundar i es.  The el abor at e mor t uar y

t r eat ment  whi ch char act er i zes t hi s gr oup i s most  not abl e dur i ng

t he f i nal  phase of  t he occupat i on.  Char act er i st i cal l y t hese

t ombs wer e r ect angul ar  appr ox.  1 met er  l ong,  40 cent i met er s wi de

and about  80 cent i met er s deep.  The t ombs wer e const r uct ed of

st one wi t h mor t ar  and seal ed by l ar ger  st ones and a mud cap.  At

San Ger oni mo,  t hese t ombs cont ai ned an aver age of  10- 15 whol e

vessel s i n addi t i on t o wool  bags wi t h coast al  coca,  wood

vessel s,  spoons,  basket r y,  t ool s,  musi cal  i nst r ument s,  met al ,
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t ur quoi se and Spondyl us ador nment s,  camel i d f eet ,  and f oods.  A

smal l  l i t t er ,  const r uct ed of  t wo 1 and a hal f  met er  pol es and a

smal l ,  40cm squar e cane pl at f or m was of t en pl aced on t op of  t he

t omb.  That  t hi s gr oup was not  excl usi ve t o San Ger oni mo and

Chi r i baya ALt a i s evi dent  f r om si mi l ar  t hough f ewer  cont ext s

r ecover ed f r om l ess ext ensi ve excavat i ons at  Chi r i baya Baj a and

ot her  s i t es i n t he l ower  val l ey.

The nat ur e of  t hi s hi gh- st at us gr oup and i t s r el at i on t o t he

r est  of  t he popul at i on i s st i l l  c l oudy,  obscur ed pr i mar i l y f r om

a di st i nct  bi as t owar d l ar ger  set t l ement s and per haps

Chi r i baya©s mor t uar y pr act i ces.  One aspect  i s c l ear ,  however ,

t hat  i s i t s st r ong i nvol vement  wi t h t he mai nt enance of  Chi r i baya

cer emoni al  l i ve.  Wood ker os,  f or  i nst ance,  ar e al ways pr esent  i n

pr eser ved mal e cont ext s,  and decor at ed chi cha vessel s ar e common

t o al l .  The i ncl usi on of  musi cal  i nst r ument s such as dr ums,

whi st l es and cane f l ut es ar e al so i ndi cat i ve.  Per haps most

i nt er est i ng,  however ,  i s  an axe- l i ke st af f  t hat  i n pr eser ved

cont ext s was decor at ed by a t hi n human br ai d.  That  t hi s st af f

pl ayed mor e of  a soci al  or  i deol ogi cal  r ol e t han a ut i l i t ar i an

r ol e i s br ought  out  by t he f act  t hat  t he bi t  i s  j ust  as of t en

made of  wood as of  copper .

The per manent  nat ur e of  t hi s st at us gr oup,  i s br ought  out

qui t e c l ear l y by t he mor t uar y t r eat ment  of  chi l dr en.  Chi l dr en

r ecei ved t he same t r eat ment  as adul t s,  t o t he poi nt  of  sexual

di st i nct i ons based upon associ at ed t ool s.  Chi l dr en wi t h mor e

t han 25 vessel s wer e encount er ed at  San Ger oni mo wi t h t he onl y
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di st i ngui shabl e di f f er ence bei ng a hi gher  per cent age of

mi ni at ur e vessel s.

The pat t er n t hat  i s comi ng f or war d i s t hat  i ndi v i dual

Chi r i baya set t l ement s wer e st r ongl y l i nked t hr ough a per manent

soci al  hei r ar chy t hat  was mor e t han l i kel y mai nt ai ned t hr ough

cont r ol  over  speci al i zed pr oduct i on,  t he di st r i but i on of  t hese

pr oduct s,  and t hr ough par t i c i pat i on i n an el abor at e r i t ual

syst em,  t he mor t uar y r i t ual  bei ng j ust  one i nci dent al  exampl e.

To br i ng t hi s ver y gener al  over vi ew t o a c l ose,  I  am sur e t he

audi ence wonder s how Chi r i baya came t o an end.  Thi s i s by no

means cl ear ,  t hough i t s end seems t o be abr upt ,  pr i or  t o t he

l at e Hor i zon and pr i or  t o t he f i nal  phases of  t he Lat e

I nt er medi at e Per i od.  Chi r i baya cer ami cs ar e f ound i n associ at i on

wi t h San Mi quel  cer ami cs,  r epr esent at i ve of  t he f i r st  hal f  of

t he l at e I nt er medi at e Per i od i n nor t her n Chi l e.  Chi r i baya i s not

f ound i n associ at i on wi t h Gent i l ar ,  however ,  t he Chi l ean

component  of  t he f i nal  hal f  of  t he Lat e I nt er medi at e.  I n t he I l o

val l ey t her e i s a compl et e r epl acement  of  Chi r i baya cer ami cs by

a l at e hi ghl and st y l e known as Est uqui na.  To i ndi cat e t he

abr upt ness of  t hi s r epl acement ,  Est uqui na cer ami cs ar e never

f ound wi t h Chi r i baya decor at ed cer ami cs,  t hough Est uqui na

of f er i ngs wer e f ound wi t hi n a Chi r i baya cane house and an

Est uqui na bur i al  was f ound i n a st or age bi n i n t he house f l oor .

I t  appear s t hat  Chi r i baya met  wi t h a cat acl ysmi c end,  and end

whi ch may be t i ed t o t he seasonal  f l ash f l oodi ng i n t he val l ey.

Dr .  Mosel ey and ot her  member s of  t he Pr ogr ama Cont i suyu have

r ecent l y r ecor ded a maj or  f l oodi ng event  ar ound A. D.  1350.  Thi s



14

event  t i es i n c l osel y wi t h t he cer ami c cont ext s j ust  ment i oned.

A l i kel y scenar i o i s t hat  t hi s event  weakened Chi r i baya

suf f i c i ent l y t o cr eat e a power  vacuum al ong t he coast  and

causi ng a pol i t i cal  r ear r angement  t hr oughout  t he ent i r e val l ey.


































