
Final Exam Study Guide
Living in a Pluralistic World: Anthro 340, Spring 2005

The final exam is Tuesday, May 24, from 11:00 to 12:50. It is worth 25% of the possible
points in the course (250 of 1000). It concentrates on the readings from after the midterm,
although it will also refer to Middleton and may ask for comparisons from the first half of
the course. Bring a blue book and any writing instrument you like. Like the midterm, the
final calls for four essays. This time the first two will be more substantial, perhaps two or
three pages, addressing two questions that you pick from a list of three. The second two
should be longer. For each of these, you will choose either of two questions. All of the
questions are fairly open-ended. Higher grades will go to essays that:

� address all the parts of the question
� cover more material and discuss more angles
� are more logical, clear, and fully explained
� are better supported with specifics and examples
� are more creative or insightful
� show greater mastery of the course material and thought about its implications

Essays should refer to the readings, but may also involve subjects discussed in class and
your background knowledge of recent history, current events, and life in general.

Some of the questions on the final will come from the list below. These do not cover
everything - a good way to study would be to think about additional themes and
comparisons  related to the readings, and how you might answer questions about them.

1.  “Globalization”  refers to the increasing interconnectedness, interaction, and
interdependence of people in widely separated parts of the world, in economic,
cultural, political, and other senses. How does the concept of globalization apply to the
cases we have looked at in this class, including the rise of radical Islam; the changes
over the past two decades in Sonqo, Peru; the water, gas, and electrical power “wars”
in Bolivia and Peru; the coca and pasta basica industry in Bolivia and Peru; and the
situation of Mexican farmworkers in the US? (Please discuss each in turn.)

2. Middleton suggests three approaches to understanding cultures: viewing culture as
adaptation, as meanings, and as a system. Explain each approach, and illustrate each
clearly with a good example and explanation from the second half of the course. (That
is, three examples total).

3. In some ways, the relationship of migrant farm workers with their employers is similar
to the relationship of Runakuna (Runas) from Sonqo with Mistikuna (Mistis or
mestizos) from Colquepata. Describe some of these general and specific similarities
(linguistic, social, economic, political, etc.), and briefly explain why these
relationships might be similar in these ways.

4. The article on coca production in Bolivia suggested that when subsistence farmers
adopt a cash crop, the effects on their society are similar whether the crop is legal or
not. Using the Bolivian case and Allen’s discussion of changes in Sonqo, explain and
illustrate some effects that are similar. Why does adopting cash crops cause effects
like these? In what ways might the effects of legal and illegal cash crops differ? How
might things change in Bolivia if cocaine became legal all over the world?
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5. Roles and meanings associated with gender are central to both Allen’s explanation of
worldview and society in Sonqo, and the Islamic cases described by Fernea (Guests of
the Sheik) and Ansary (West of Kabul, East of New York). Explain the roles that men
and women play in Sonqo, and the “sexualized worldview” of the Sonqueños, from
daily life to the organization of the natural and supernatural world. In what ways are
Sonqeño conceptions of gender and gender roles similar to, and different from, those
described by Fernea and Ansary? How do they compare to our own? Are there any
concepts of gender or gender roles that we might benefit from adopting from Sonqo or
the Islamic cases? Why? Are there aspects of our culture’s gender concepts and roles
that Sonqeños or Muslims might benefit from adopting? Why?

6. The Runa of Sonqo understand the land, plants, animals, and people – the world in
general –quite differently than we do. Contrast the Sonqueño concepts of how the
world works with the concepts prevalent in the US. You can probably point out
aspects of the Sonqueno worldview that seem objectively untrue, and/or that lead to
strange behaviors. Explain some of these points. A Sonqueño might point out aspects
of the worldview that underlies US personal, business, and government behavior that
are not really valid, and/or lead to unwise behaviors and policies. Explain some of
these points, and the maladaptive behaviors that arise from them.

7. Rothenberg argues that migrant farmworkers get a bad deal in the United States,
beyond just a low wage. What is particularly unfair or harsh about a farmworker’s
situation, compared to that of people in other low-paying jobs? Explain how
contractors and growers seem to be responsible, and yet can reasonably argue that they
are powerless to change anything. Rothenberg suggests that growers are not just
victims of economic reality, but bear some responsibility for it. What is his argument?
Would better control of the US-Mexico border help? Why or why not? Congress is
soon expected to require that states verify people’s citizenship or legal immigration
status before issuing driver’s licenses, and is also considering making social security
cards more difficult to fake. Is this likely to help? Why or why not?

8. Rothenberg says that US agriculture depends for labor on a “vulnerable”  population.
In what senses are farmworkers “vulnerable”? It may be useful to divide farmworkers
into subgroups, since they are not all the same. Why is this vulnerability important to
how our agricultural system works? What effect does it have on the farmworkers?

9. President Bush is calling for a program to allow workers from Mexico to legally work
for employers in the United States. Discuss how this has been tried before, and some
of the effects of that program on the workers and others, in this country and in Mexico.
What are some potential problems that the designers of this program should watch out
for? How might the program be set up to minimize these problems? What political
interests or groups might favor the program, what interests or groups might oppose it,
and why? If you worked for President Bush, what arguments would you use to “sell”
this program to voters? If you worked for opponents of the plan, what arguments
would you use to convince voters to reject the program?


