
Living in a Pluralistic World Dr. Bruce Owen
Anthropology 340.2 Email: bruce.owen@sonoma.edu
Fall 2005 Office: Stevenson 3007
Monday & Wednesday, 4:00-5:15 Office hours: Monday & Wednesday 9:30-10:30 and 2:45-3:45
Stevenson 2065 Class website: http://bruceowen.com/pluralistic/340f2005.htm

Living in a Pluralistic World
A thematic block course, linked with

 English 315.1 (California Ethnic Literature) and Psychology 302.3 (Development of the Person)

People are all fundamentally the same. Yet many women in Iraq believe that allowing men up to four
wives is better than the American limitation of just one. Very conservative Muslims know that God
requires them to brush their teeth with a certain kind of fibrous stick. Hmong immigrants may disobey
doctors, even when lives are in danger. Men who pick the fruit and vegetables you eat leave their families
and sometimes comfortable homes to risk their lives crossing the US border, live in appalling conditions,
and do dangerous, low-paying work, when they can get any at all. You probably couldn't convince any of
these people to change their minds, and they would consider you ignorant for thinking they should. How
can people think and act so differently? How can we deal with people so determined to be different from
us?

This course is about understanding differences, perceiving similarities, and grasping the global network
of interactions that tie us all together. Anthropology provides some practical ways to think about these
things, and lots of examples to broaden our view of them. This course is about the world we live in.

We will start with some useful conceptual tools that anthropologists have developed to understand and
cope with living with people of different cultures.

Then we will move to our first case study, a conservative Shiite community in southern Iraq almost 50
years ago. The book, which reads like a novel, is by the wife of an anthropologist who spent the first two
years of her marriage learning how to live as a Muslim woman in a completely foreign land.

After September 11, 2001, you may have seen a powerful email about Afghanistan and the Taliban. We
will read the story of the man who wrote it, an Afghan-American struggling to bridge the two cultures
and to understand the collision of the West with ultra-conservative Islam.

Then we will come home to Merced, California, and the sad, complex story of cultural
misunderstandings between a newly emigrated Hmong family with an epileptic little daughter and the
well-meaning but completely foreign American medical system.

Finally, we move right to the here and now, learning about the farmworkers who plant, tend, and harvest
most of the fruits and vegetables we eat. What are their lives like, and why? How should we respond to
current debates about immigration - legal and not -, bracero programs, minimum wages, and other
issues?

You should finish this course with a broader understanding of how you and others live and comprehend
the world, and some more nuanced ways of thinking about and dealing with the cultural similarities,
differences, and interconnections that you encounter in news, politics, voting, and face-to-face in daily
life.

Service Learning: During the semester, you will participate in a “service learning”  experience for a total of 20
hours. All three of the thematic block courses will refer to this experience (the same 20 hours serve for all three
courses; you don’ t have to do 20 for each!). For this course, service learning will provide you with real-life
encounters with people whose cultures are slightly or very different from your own, and opportunities to
observe and develop ways of interacting with people different from you. Early in the semester, you will learn
about four service learning programs you may choose from. You must choose a program by Wednesday,
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September 14, and begin working there very soon after, in order to begin completing assignments based on the
experience.

GE course: This course satisfies the upper division Integrated Person (E) General Education
requirement.

Reading: This class requires a fair amount of reading, averaging around 50 pages per class session. But
unlike dense, dry textbook readings, this material is mostly real books, plus a few short articles. The
syllabus indicates what you should read before each class. The books are all affordable paperbacks. All
are available from North Light Books & Cafe, 550 E. Cotati Ave., next to Oliver's Market in the shopping
complex at East Cotati (707 792-4300). The books are:

�  Guests of the Sheik: An Ethnography of an Iraqi Village, by Elizabeth Warnock Fernea. Anchor
Books, 1989. (The 1969 Anchor edition is identical except the cover, and would serve for this course.)

�  West of Kabul, East of New York: An Afghan American Story, by Tamim Ansary. Picador USA,
2003.

�  The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down, by Anne Fadiman. Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 1997.
�  With These Hands: The Hidden World of Migrant Farmworkers Today, by Daniel Rothenberg.

University of California Press, 2000.
�  Plus a few additional small readings available through the class website.

Class website: I post announcements, assignment information, readings, and other stuff you will need on
the Anthropology 340.2 website. You can click to it from SSU's online list of class web pages, or go to:

http://bruceowen.com/pluralistic/340f2005.htm

Assignments and their weights in grading:

25% Daily reading quiz (about 1% each). Three multiple-choice questions about the day's reading at
the start of each class. No make-ups.

Three written assignments based on your service learning experience (below). These may
include parts from the journal and papers you write for the other two thematic block classes to the
extent that they are relevant, but will have to be mostly specifically written for this class.

7.5% Initial short paper (3-4 pages) on your initial impressions and experiences, plus things you plan to
pay particular attention to (observe or check) in the coming weeks, and approaches, methods, or
specific actions you want to try out. I will return this to you with comments and suggestions.

7.5% Second short paper (3-4 pages) on your impressions after more service learning sessions, what
you are finding out about the things you planned to pay attention to, and how the approaches,
methods, or actions you proposed to try are working out. I will return this to you with comments
and suggestions.

15% Final paper (5-6 pages) synthesizing and trying to explain your observations, reviewing how your
impressions have or have not changed over time, discussing how your attempts to change or
improve your interactions worked out and why, applying anthropological thinking and concepts.

20% Midterm exam. Essay questions, largely based on readings and class discussions, including
comparisons and/or applications to other situations.

25% Final exam. Cumulative, comparative, and synthetic. Essay questions focussing on readings and
concepts from class discussions, including comparisons and/or applications to other situations.

Open invitation: If you want to talk about anthropology, archaeology, course assignments, your service
learning, preparing for the tests, or anything else, please drop by during my office hours, arrange to see
me at some other time, or contact me by email.
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If you would like help: Come see me during office hours, email me questions, or give me sections or
drafts on paper or by email. I will return them with comments and suggestions. I usually reply to emails
within 24 hours. If you do not hear from me within 48 hours, assume that I did not get your message and
try again.

Submitting assignments: All assignments must be submitted BOTH on paper, AND as a file attached to
an email message to me (there is a button on the class website for this). I will return the paper copies with
grades and comments. The paper copy is due in class on the day indicated on the syllabus. The computer
copy OF THE IDENTICAL PAPER is due by midnight of that day. I must have BOTH versions to give
you credit. Please name the file in this format:

340-05f-(name of assignment)-(lastname)(firstname)
Your word processor may add a 3-letter file extension. For example,

340-05s-FirstPaper-SmithJohn.doc
If you are sending me a draft to comment on, use the same format but add -draft after your name.

Deadline policy: If circumstances prevent you from successfully submitting the paper or computer
version, I will consider the assignment to be on time if one of the two copies reaches me by the deadline.
I will accept one assignment from you up to one week late with a 20% grading penalty.

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s words, information, or ideas without giving that
person credit. This includes cutting and pasting from websites or other public sources, even brief
phrases. Always indicate all your sources. Plagiarism results in a reduced or zero grade for that
assignment. Severe or repeated plagiarism results in an F for the course. University policy now requires
me to report plagiarism. The University checks for repeat offenders, and may impose sanctions up to
expulsion. For details, including how to use material without plagiarizing, please see the class website.
The University cheating and plagiarism policy is online:
http://www.sonoma.edu/uaffairs/policies/cheatingpolicy.htm

Students with disabilities: To request academic accommodations due to a disability, please contact the
disabled student services (DSS) office in Salazar 1049, or call 664-2677. DSS will provide you with
written confirmation of your verified disability and authorize recommended accommodations. You then
bring this recommendation to me and we work out the arrangements for this class.

Living in a Pluralistic World
Class and Reading Schedule, Fall 2005

Please read the material before each class, so you are ready for the daily reading quiz and can participate
in discussion. In some class sessions, we do things other than discuss the reading assigned for that day --
but keep up with the schedule. I will assume that you have read the assignment scheduled for each class.

1 Wed Aug 24 Introduction: Outline of the course, syllabus, readings, class mechanics, grading

Understanding others: Anthropological tools

2 Mon Aug 29 Article posted on class website: Kluckhohn, Queer Customs (7 pgs)
Extract posted on class website: Middleton, The Challenge of Human Diversity: pp.
1-7, 9-25 (24 pgs)

3 Wed Aug 31 Extract posted on class website: Middleton, The Challenge of Human Diversity: pp.
47-53, 58-66 (16 pgs)
Extract posted on class website: Nanda and Warms on “emic and etic”  (1 pg)
Extract posted on class website: Kottak on “emic and etic”  (1 pg)

Mon Sept 5 Labor Day: No class meeting
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Using anthropology and looking at American culture

4 Wed Sept 7 Article posted on class website: Cerroni-Long, Life and Cultures: The Test of Real
Participant Observation (13 pgs)
Article posted on class website: McIntosh, White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible
Knapsack (4 pgs)

Culture shock over there: Shia women in southern Iraq

5 Mon Sept 12 Fernea, Guests of the Sheik: Introduction and Part I through pg. 56 (55 pgs)
6 Wed Sept 14 Fernea, Guests of the Sheik: Part I, pp. 57-102 (46 pgs)

Deadline to choose a Service Learning program. Earlier is OK, too.
7 Mon Sept 19 Fernea, Guests of the Sheik: Part II (66 pgs)
8 Wed Sept 21 Fernea, Guests of the Sheik: Part III (76 pgs)
9 Mon Sept 26 Fernea, Guests of the Sheik: Part IV, Part V (50 pgs)

10 Wed Sept 28 Fernea, Guests of the Sheik: Part VI and Postscript (29 pgs)
Article posted on class website: Fernea and Fernea, Symbolizing Roles: Behind the
Veil (7 pgs)

Afghanistan, America, Islam, and  9/11

11 Mon Oct 3 Ansary, West of Kabul, East of New York: pp. 289-292 and pp. 3-82 (84 pgs)
12 Wed Oct 5 Ansary, West of Kabul, East of New York: pp. 83-152 (71 pgs)

Due: First paper on Service Learning experience.
13 Mon Oct 10 Ansary, West of Kabul, East of New York: pp. 153-219 (67 pgs)
14 Wed Oct 12 Ansary, West of Kabul, East of New York: pp. 223-285 and pp. 293-300 (71 pgs)
15 Mon Oct 17 Catch-up, discussion, review. No reading.
16 Wed Oct 19 Midterm exam

Hmong immigrants and Western doctors

17 Mon Oct 24 Fadiman, The Spirit Catches You: pp. vii-ix, 291-292, 3-37 (40 pgs)
18 Wed Oct 26 Fadiman, The Spirit Catches You: pp. 38-92 (55 pgs)
19 Mon Oct 31 Fadiman, The Spirit Catches You: pp. 93-139 (47 pgs)
20 Wed Nov 2 Fadiman, The Spirit Catches You: pp. 140-180 (41 pgs)

Due: Second paper on Service Learning experience.
21 Mon Nov 7 Fadiman, The Spirit Catches You: pp. 181-224 (44 pgs)
22 Wed Nov 9 Fadiman, The Spirit Catches You: pp. 225-288 (64 pgs)

Culture, connections, and business here at home: The people who harvest our food

23 Mon Nov 14 Rothenberg, With These Hands: Forward, both Prefaces, and Chapter 1 (43 pgs)
24 Wed Nov 16 Rothenberg, With These Hands: Chapter 2, 3 (60 pgs)
25 Mon Nov 21 Rothenberg, With These Hands: Chapter 4, 5 (63 pgs)

Wed Nov 23 Thanksgiving Break: No class meeting
26 Mon Nov 28 Rothenberg, With These Hands: Chapter 6, 7 (51 pgs)
27 Wed Nov 30 Rothenberg, With These Hands: Chapter 8, 9 (67 pgs)

Due: Final paper on Service Learning experience.
28 Mon Dec 5 Rothenberg, With These Hands: Chapter 10, 11, Postscript (55 pgs)
29 Wed Dec 7 Catch-up, discussion, review, evaluations. No reading.

Final exam: Wednesday, December 14, 5:00-6:50, in our regular room (Stevenson 2065)


