
Final Exam Study Guide 
Living in a Pluralistic World: Anthro 340, Fall 2005 

 

The final exam is Wednesday, December 14, 5:00-6:50, in our regular room (Stevenson 
2065). It is worth 25% of the possible points in the course (250 of 1000). It concentrates 
on the readings from after the midterm, although it will also refer to Middleton and may 
ask for comparisons from the first half of the course. Bring a blue book and any writing 
instrument you like. The final calls for four essays, plus some shorter, more factual 
questions. As in the midterm, two essays will be shorter, and two will be longer. Again, all 
the questions allow some choices of which to answer. Higher grades will go to essays that: 
 

� address all the parts of the question 
� cover more material and discuss more angles 
� are more logical, clear, and fully explained 
� are better supported with specifics and examples 
� are more creative or insightful 
� show greater mastery of the course material and thought about its implications 

 

Essays should refer to the readings, but may also involve subjects discussed in class and 
your background knowledge of recent history, current events, and life in general. 
 

Some of the questions on the final will come from the list below. These do not cover 
everything - a good way to study would be to think about additional themes and 
comparisons  related to the readings, and how you might answer questions about them. 
 

1. Describe the Hmong understanding of illness, and how a shaman intervenes to heal 
someone. In what ways does western medicine not satisfy Hmong expectations of a 
healing process? What aspects of western medicine, if any, are acceptable to 
traditional Hmong? How does this fit in with their other beliefs? 

 

2. Western medicine has not been very effective for Hmong immigrants, such as in the 
case of Lia Lee, even though it is generally pretty effective for Euroamericans, who 
are biologically virtually identical. This can be explained using what Middleton would 
call a "culture as a system of meanings" approach. Lay out such an explanation. 
Explain how the meanings employed by the Hmong and by most Euroamericans differ 
and lead to such different outcomes for western medicine. 

 

3. In The Spirit Catches You, Fadiman makes some generalizations about Hmong culture, 
values, and attitudes. Mention at least three, and give an example from the book or the 
video to illustrate each. How exactly do these differ from the dominant US culture? 
What effect did these characteristics have on the events described in the book? 

 

4. One American doctor was particularly preferred by Hmong patients in Merced. Why? 
In some ways, his views were similar to those of the Fernea's servant, Mohammed, 
concerning giving charity to a poor man. What was Mohammed's position on this? In 
what ways are the two similar? How do these positions compare to typically American 
views, as expressed at first by Bob Fernea and by most of the other doctors in The 
Spirit Catches You? What might this difference suggest about US culture? 

 

5. Compare the strategies or adaptations of the Hmong to living in Merced to those of 
Mexican immigrants, such as the Mixtecs of Camp Kelly or the "Spanish" in North 
Carolina, to living in other parts of the US. Compare the responses of US residents to 
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each of these groups. Do these comparisons suggest any general patterns related to the 
situations of immigrants, or to US culture? What are some significant similarities and 
differences between the two cases? How do the differences affect the immigrants, the 
local host population, and the attitudes and relationships between them? 

 

6. What is particularly unfair or harsh about a farmworker’s situation, compared to that 
of people in other low-paying jobs? Explain how contractors and growers seem to be 
responsible, and yet can reasonably argue that they are not, and are powerless to 
change anything. Rothenberg suggests that growers are not just victims of economic 
reality, but bear some responsibility for it. What is his argument? 

 

7. Would tighter control of the US-Mexico border help farmworkers, employers, or 
anyone else? Why or why not? Congress recently passed public law 109-13, which in 
3 years will require states to verify people’s citizenship or legal immigration status 
before issuing driver’s licenses. Is this likely to help? What results might it have? 
Why? The House of Representatives is considering HR 98, which would put a 
machine-readable data strip on social security cards and require employers to verify 
the card against a national Employment Eligibility Database before hiring a worker. Is 
this likely to become law? Would it help? What results might it have? Why? 

 

8. In the US, the health status of farmworkers is terrible. This situation can be explained 
using what Middleton would call a "culture as a system of interrelated parts" approach. 
Lay out such an explanation for this feature of our culture(s). Demonstrate the 
systemic nature or interconnectedness of the explanation by considering what might 
happen if certain aspects were to change. 

 

9. Rothenberg says that US agriculture depends for labor on a “vulnerable”  population. 
In what senses are farmworkers “vulnerable”? It may be useful to divide farmworkers 
into subgroups, since they are not all the same. Why is this vulnerability important to 
how our agricultural system works? What effect does it have on the farmworkers? 

 

10. President Bush is calling for a "guestworker" program to allow workers from Mexico 
to legally work for employers in the United States. Discuss how this has been tried 
before, and some of the effects of that program on the workers and others, in this 
country and in Mexico. What are some potential problems that the designers of this 
program should watch out for? How might the program be set up to minimize these 
problems? What political interests or groups might favor the program, what interests 
or groups might oppose it, and why? If you worked for President Bush, what 
arguments would you use to “sell”  this program to voters? If you worked for 
opponents of the plan, what arguments would you use to convince voters to reject it? 

 

Examples of some possible shorter, more factual questions: 
 

1. Why did many Hmong leave Laos and come the US? 
 

2. What were some reasons why western medicine did not succeed in saving Lia Lee? 
 

3. Explain the "fish soup" metaphor in The Spirit Catches You, and how it relates to the 
book itself. 

 

4. Briefly explain at least five important protections of the New Deal. 
 

5. Briefly define "contractor", "ritero", "mica", and "coyote" in the context of farm work. 


