
Anthro 340: Living in a Pluralistic World 
Bonus Final Exam Study Guide: Concepts 

 

As y'all requested, here are some concepts and themes you may want to study for the 
final exam. Some may overlap a bit. For most of these, it would be good to be able to 
come up with some specific illustrations or  examples. Remember to think about how 
culture, ethnocentr ism, naïve realism, and cultural relativism are involved in those 
cases where they are relevant. 
 

1. Explanations of features of cultures in terms of adaptations, meanings, and systems 

2. Emic and etic points of view 

3. Hmong concepts of disease 

4. Hmong shamans and their practices 

5. Hmong interpretations of western medical practices 

6. How Hmong ideas about disease and curing fit in with other themes in their culture; 
that is, how similar ideas, patterns, values, etc. occur in multiple aspects of Hmong 
culture, including the area of disease and curing. 

7. How Hmong culture and western medical culture interacted in the case of Lia Lee 

8. The practical problems that came up in treating Lia Lee, and why they occurred 

9. The "fish soup" metaphor in The Spirit Catches You 

10. Hmong history and its entanglement with American actions in and around Vietnam 

11. Hmong cultural traits, characteristics, or tendencies (as in "Hmong tend to be _____") 

12. How Hmong cultural characteristics affected the case of Lia Lee 

13. How American doctors and others reacted to the Hmong in Merced, and why 

14. How Hmong reacted to American doctors and others, and why 

15. What Hmong liked and did not like in western medical practice and doctors 

16. What methods proved more effective, and less effective, in the case of Lia Lee and 
others mentioned in the The Spirit Catches You, and why 

17. The dilemmas that Neil and Peggy, Lia Lee's main doctors, faced in treating her 

18. Things that Nao Kao and Foua did to treat their daughter Lia 

19. Recommendations for making western medicine work better for Hmong (chapter 18), 
why they might make sense, and how they might be generalized to other cultures 

20. Methods that did and did not work for Anne Fadiman in interviewing Hmong people 

21. Examples of things that the Hmong and Americans interpreted differently, and why 

22. Things that Hmong do (or did) that caused them problems with Americans, why they 
did them, and why they caused these problems 

23. Adaptations (strategies) used by the Hmong to get by in Laos, Thailand, and the US 

24. Adaptations (strategies) used by farmworkers (migrant and not; Mexican and others; 
documented and not; etc.) to get by in the US 
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25. Examples of things that migrant farmworkers and Americans interpreted differently, 
and why 

26. How Americans react to farmworkers (migrant and not, etc.), and why 

27. How farmworkers react to other Americans, and why 

28. Similarities and differences between the situations of Hmong immigrants and 
farmworkers (migrant and not, etc.) 

29. The role of languages in the cases of Hmong in the US and Latino farmworkers 

30. How Hmong and Latino farmworkers feel about living in the US and their lives here 

31. Attitudes of Hmong and Latino farmworkers towards US laws, and why 

32. The system of farm labor in the US 

33. The history of the system of farm labor in the US 

34. The aspects of farmworkers' situation that are unfair, or at least unfortunate 

35. Why the unfair or unfortunate aspects of the situation of farmworkers exist 

36. Things that could (possibly) be done to improve the situation of farmworkers 

37. The positions, interests, roles, and ideologies of: 

a. growers 

b. contractors 

c. riteros 

d. immigrants 

e. immigrants' families and children in the US 

f. immigrants' families and children in Mexico 

g. coyotes 

h. unions and union organizers 

i. agricultural lobbyists 

j. politicians and lawyers involved in farmworker issues 

38. Farmworker communities in the US, like Kelly (pg. 25), or those in Chapter 7 

39. Issues concerning the Mexico-US border, the border patrol, and the flow of workers 
across it 

40. Debt peonage 

41. The effect of Mexicans working in the US on rural towns in Mexico 

42. The concept of vulnerability in the context of farm labor 

43. The role of mechanization or industrialization in the history of farm labor 

44. The bracero program 

45. The New Deal 

46. Cesar Chavez and the United Farm Workers (UFW) campaign on table grapes 


