
Anthro 340: Living in a Pluralistic World 
Final paper: Discussion of your Service Learning experience 

 
Purposes: To think about how culture, and the differences between cultures, affect real-
world situations. This paper extends your first one, the purposes of which were: To 
experience not only the practical side of participant observation as you do your service 
learning work, but also the intellectual aspect of intentional observation, noting 
interesting patterns, creating hypotheses, and testing them against further observations. 
To record your first impressions for comparison with your more experienced views by 
the end of the semester. To begin to experience another culture, even if it is just a subtly 
different one based on class, age, or ethnicity. 
 

What you do: Continue or finish your Service Learning work. Observe attentively, 
paying particular attention to matters that might be related to the cultures of the people 
who run the program, the people who benefit from it, and yourself. Think about why 
things are as they are (that is, how you might explain them). Carry out the things you 
proposed to do in the first paper. Discuss how they worked out. Were your hypotheses 
confirmed? Did your attempts to improve things work? Why or why not? Evaluate and 
update the first impressions from the first paper. Expand the paper with additional 
experiences and insights. Focus on the roles of culture(s) in this setting. 
 

Write a 5-6 page (double-spaced) paper on these themes. I will read up to 9 pages, if you 
run over. There are more details about these themes below. This paper should stand 
alone, including enough background material, incidents, etc. from the first one to make it 
understandable. Identify the program you are in, but use pseudonyms (false names) for 
individuals, to reduce any possible embarrassment or concerns about privacy. Use the 
same pseudonyms as in the first paper, so I can follow any references to it. 
 

Due date: Wednesday, December 7. This supercedes the earlier date in the syllabus. The 
second paper assignment has simply been dropped. 
 

How to submit the paper: Turn in a paper copy of the paper it in class, together with 
your first paper, so I can compare the two and the comments on the first one. 
 

The paper must be submitted BOTH on paper in class, AND as a computer file, either 
attached to an email to me (there is an "email me" button on the class website) or on a 
floppy disk, CD, ZIP disk, or USB drive. I will return the paper copy along with your 
disk, if any. The computer file OF THE IDENTICAL PAPER is due by midnight of 
Wednesday the 7th. I must have BOTH versions to give you credit. If you email the file, I 
will reply. If you do not get a reply within 48 hours, try again. While I will be forgiving 
about the deadline for the file, it is your responsibility to ensure that it reaches me. Name 
the file in this format: 

340-05f-FinalPaper-SmithJohn.doc 
If you send me a preliminary draft to comment on, use the same format but add -draft 
after your name. 
 

Overlap with other courses and papers: It is OK to use bits of the journal or other 
assignments you have written for the other two courses in this thematic block, as well as 
portions of your first paper for this course as appropriate. 
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Subjects to cover in the paper: 
 

• Briefly recap the background from your first paper, so that the paper makes sense on 
its own. I will have your first paper to refer to, though, so you don't have to repeat all 
of it. 

• Based on your additional experiences, adjust and beef up your discussion of the 
cultures (or micro-cultures) of the people who run the program, and of the people who 
receive the services. Do they differ from each other, or from your own culture? How 
do they differ - by ethnicity, age, class, education, dialect, etc.? What effect, if any, 
does this seem to have on interactions between people? 

• Again, based on your additional experiences, improve and expand your discussion of 
anything that seemed surprising, strange, different, confusing, senseless, difficult, 
uncomfortable, unexpectedly easy or rewarding, etc. for you or someone else. These 
may be clues to differences in culture; can you explain any of them in this way? 

• Revisit and evaluate your initial impressions. Were they more or less correct, or did 
you jump to any incorrect conclusions? Were you or others naïve realists or 
ethnocentric in any ways? What do you feel that you understand better now than you 
did at first? What specific incidents or experiences improved your understanding of 
these things? What role(s) did culture(s) play in this? 

• In your first paper, you should have formulated some questions about what was going 
on, and proposed some hypotheses that might explain some of what you observe. 
These may have been based on Middleton's three approaches to understanding culture, 
or on other approaches. You should have proposed some things that you were going to 
watch for or check out in order to evaluate your hypotheses. How did these work out? 
Were any of your hypotheses confirmed or disproved? How? Did you subsequently 
think of and check out any others? How did they fare? Do you now have any 
explanations for how things work or don't work that you feel might be correct? 

• In your first paper, you may have noted problems in communication, differing values, 
or other issues that could stem from differences in the cultures of people involved in 
the program. How did you explain these problems at first? What did you do to check 
your hypotheses? What did you try in subsequent sessions to make the situation work 
better if it was less than perfect? Discuss how these things worked out. What did you 
learn, and how? Did your changes improve things? How and why? 

• In general, how did culture (values, beliefs, language, norms of behavior, dress, body 
language, assumptions about authority, class, ethnicity, etc.) play a role in the service 
learning program and your experience of it? What were some of the relevant features 
of the cultures of people involved? How did the interaction of these aspects of 
different cultures affect what happened? 

 
As before, these points may overlap, and there are many ways that you might present 
them. Different people will have more to say about some than others. In any case, please 
don't just describe your experiences. Instead, try to interpret or explain your observations, 
and especially try to use the concept of culture and other anthropological approaches to 
make sense of your experience.  
 
Good luck! 


