
Living in a Pluralistic World Dr. Bruce Owen
Anthropology 340 Office hours: Mon & Wed 1:30-3:30
Fall 2004 Office: Stevenson 3007
Monday and Wednesday, 4:00-5:15 Email: owenbruce@aol.com
Stevenson 3072 Class web page: http://members.aol.com/owenbruce/340f2004.htm

Living in a Pluralistic World

People are people, wherever you go; we are all fundamentally the same. Yet urban university students in
Peru have to burn an offering before starting an archaeological dig. Women of rural Iraq insist that
families with up to four wives are better than the American limitation of just one. The men who may
have picked the vegetables you ate last night live in huts made of tarps and cardboard, yet they send part
of their pay to their community in Mexico for street maintenance and fixing the church. Are these people
just ignorant? Do they ask the same question about us? How can we deal with people who are so
different, and they with us?
This course is about understanding differences, perceiving similarities, and grasping the global network
of interactions that tie us all together. Anthropology provides some practical ways to think about these
things, and lots of examples to broaden our view of them. This course is about the world we live in.

Most people are farmers or depend on farmers, so we will start with an ethnography of a small,
traditional farming community in the high Peruvian Andes. As we learn how they survive and understand
their world, we will look at the role coca plays in their lives, and how its very different role as the source
of cocaine links our worlds together and affects both. We will see more connections in neighboring
Bolivia, where US pressure got the government to sell the water supply of a similar community to
Bechtel, headquartered in San Francisco, and a popular uprising forced them to give it back.

At the same time, we will pick up some anthropological tools for thought from a little book called "The
Challenge of Human Diversity", almost a Cliff's Notes summary of some standard, relevant approaches.

Then we will move to a conservative Shiite community in southern Iraq almost 50 years ago. The book,
which reads like a novel, is by the wife of an anthropologist who spent the first two years of her marriage
learning how to live as a Muslim woman in a completely foreign land.

After September 11, 2001, you may have seen a moving email about Afghanistan and the Taliban. We
will read the story of the man who wrote it, an Afghan-American struggling to bridge the two cultures.

Finally, we will come home, learning about the farmworkers who plant, tend, and harvest most of the
fruits and vegetables we eat. What are their lives like, and why? How should we respond to the debates
about immigration - legal and not -, bracero programs, minimum wages, and other touchy issues?

You should finish this course with a broader understanding of some different ways that people live and
comprehend the world, and some more nuanced ways of thinking about the similarities, differences, and
interconnections that you encounter in the news, politics, voting, and face-to-face in daily life.

This course satisfies the upper division Integrated Person (E) General Education requirement.

If you want to talk about anthropology, archaeology, course assignments, preparing for the tests, or
anything else, please drop by during my office hours, arrange to see me at some other time, or contact me
by email. I will gladly comment on drafts of your written work, to help you keep on track. To request
academic accommodations due to a disability, please contact the disabled student services (DSS) office
in Salazar 1049, or call 664-2677. If you have a letter from DSS indicating that you require academic
accommodations, please bring it to me so we can discuss arrangements for this class.
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Reading: The syllabus indicates what you should read before each class. The five books are all
affordable paperbacks, generally easy reading, available from North Light Books & Cafe, 550 E. Cotati
Ave., next to Oliver's Market in the shopping complex at East Cotati (707 792-4300). The books are:

�  The Hold Life Has: Coca and Cultural Identity in an Andean Community, by Catherine Allen.
2nd edition, Smithsonian Institution Press, 2002.

�  Guests of the Sheik: An Ethnography of an Iraqi Village, by Elizabeth Warnock Fernea. Reissued
edition, Anchor, 1969.

�  West of Kabul, East of New York: An Afghan American Story, by Tamim Ansary. Picador USA,
2003.

�  With These Hands: The Hidden World of Migrant Farmworkers Today, by Daniel Rothenberg.
University of California Press, 2000.

�  The Challenge of Human Diversity: Mirrors, Bridges, and Chasms, by Dewight R. Middleton. 2nd

edition, Waveland Press, 2002.
�  Plus a few additional small readings available through the class web page and/or on library reserve.

Class web page: I post announcements, assignment information, and other stuff you will need on the
Anthropology 340 web page:

http://members.aol.com/owenbruce/340f2004.htm

Assignments and their weights in grading:

15% Three summaries of sections of Middleton, The Challenge of Human Diversity (5% each).
Explain the key points and terms of each of the Middleton readings. This may be in outline or other
abbreviated form, but it must be easily understandable. 2 to 3 pages. Due dates in the syllabus.

30% Three critical summaries of other readings (10% each). Recap the events, themes, concepts, and
arguments of the reading in a 3 to 5 page essay in good academic English. Bring out the main
points. Discuss any relevant comparisons to other cases in this course, our own culture, or other
cultures that you know about. Use ideas from Middleton. Comment on anything controversial, odd,
or interesting, or that you have an opinion about. Insight and creativity count. I will assign readings
randomly, so everyone gets a different mix. Due the day that the reading appears on the syllabus.

10% Several unannounced brief quizzes on the readings at the beginning of class sessions.

20% Midterm exam. Essay questions.

25% Final exam. Cumulative and synthetic. Essay questions.

Submitting written assignments: All assignments must be submitted BOTH on paper, AND online
through the class web page. I will return the paper copies with grades and comments. The paper copy is
due in class on the day indicated on the syllabus. The online copy OF THE IDENTICAL PAPER is due
by midnight of that day. I must have BOTH versions, on time, to give you credit. This is not as onerous
as it sounds. When you are ready to print the paper, uploading it takes only another minute or two.

Deadline policy: I will accept one assignment from you up to one week late with a 20% grading penalty.

If you would like help, come see me during office hours, email me questions, or give me sections or
drafts on paper or by email. I will return them with comments and suggestions. I usually reply to emails
within 24 hours. If you do not hear from me within 48 hours, assume that I did not get your message and
try again.
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Living in a Pluralistic World
Class and Reading Schedule, Fall 2004

Please read the material before each class, so that you can follow and participate in discussion. In some
class sessions, we will do things other than discuss the reading assigned for that day -- but keep up with
the schedule. I will assume that you have read up through the assignment scheduled for each class.

1 Wed Aug 25 Introduction: Outline of the course, syllabus, readings, class mechanics, grading

The supernatural world of Andean farmers, and some tools of anthropology

2 Mon Aug 30 Allen, The Hold Life Has: Introduction, Chapter 1
3 Wed Sept 1 Middleton, The Challenge of Human Diversity: Introduction, Chapter 1

Mon Sept 6 Labor Day Holiday: No class meeting
4 Wed Sept 8 Allen, The Hold Life Has: Chapter 2

Due: Summary of Middleton Introduction, Chapter 1
5 Mon Sept 13 Middleton, The Challenge of Human Diversity: Chapters 2, 3
6 Wed Sept 15 Allen, The Hold Life Has: Chapter 3, 4

Due: Summary of Middleton Chapters 2, 3
7 Mon Sept 20 Allen, The Hold Life Has: Chapters 5, 6
8 Wed Sept 22 Allen, The Hold Life Has: Chapters 7, 8
9 Mon Sept 27 US market ideology meets Bolivian rural reality: Privatizing water in Cochabamba

From web page or library reserve: To be announced
10 Wed Sept 29 Middleton, The Challenge of Human Diversity: Chapters 4, 5, 6

Due: Summary of Middleton Chapters 4, 5, 6
11 Mon Oct 4 Allen, The Hold Life Has: Chapter 9, Epilogue
12 Wed Oct 6 Coca in global context

From web page or library reserve: To be announced

Culture shock over there: Shia women in southern Iraq

13 Mon Oct 11 Fernea, Guests of the Sheik: Introduction, Part I
14 Wed Oct 13 Midterm exam
15 Mon Oct 18 Fernea, Guests of the Sheik: Part II
16 Wed Oct 20 Fernea, Guests of the Sheik: Part III
17 Mon Oct 25 Fernea, Guests of the Sheik: Part IV
18 Wed Oct 27 Fernea, Guests of the Sheik: Part V
19 Mon Nov 1 Fernea, Guests of the Sheik: Part VI, Postscript

A bicultural experience: An Afghan-American after 9/11

20 Wed Nov 3 Ansary, West of Kabul, East of New York: First half (pp. 3-152)
21 Mon Nov 8 Ansary, West of Kabul, East of New York: Second half (pp. 153-300)

Cultures and connections here at home: The people who harvest our food

22 Wed Nov 10 Rothenberg, With These Hands: Forward, Preface, Chapter 1
23 Mon Nov 15 Rothenberg, With These Hands: Chapter 2, 3
24 Wed Nov 17 Rothenberg, With These Hands: Chapter 4, 5
25 Mon Nov 22 Rothenberg, With These Hands: Chapter 6, 7
26 Wed Nov 24 Thanksgiving holiday: No class meeting
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27 Mon Nov 29 From web page or library reserve: Peggy McIntosh, White Privilege, Unpacking the
Invisible Knapsack

28 Wed Dec 1 Rothenberg, With These Hands: Chapter 8, 9
29 Mon Dec 6 Rothenberg, With These Hands: Chapter 10, 11, Postscript
30 Wed Dec 8 Catch-up, discussion, review, evaluations

Take a breather and review your notes

Final exam: Wednesday, December 15, 5:00-6:50


