
Midterm Study Guide
Living in a Pluralistic World: Anthro 340, Fall 2004

The midterm will be on Wednesday, October 13, in class, for the full class period. It is
worth 20% of the possible points in the course (200 of 1000). It will include a mix of
essay answers, shorter written answers, and multiple-choice questions. The essay
questions will allow you a choice of either of two questions to address. The questions
below are examples of the sorts of things that might be on the midterm, but they are not a
complete list. Some of these may appear on the test, but the test will include other
questions, as well. The schedule of readings in the syllabus should guide you in studying.
You may use notes on a single side of one 8½" x 11" sheet of paper. Tiny type is OK.

Short-answer questions might ask you to define or briefly explain a concept, or contrast
two opposed concepts, like "ethnocentrism", "emic and etic", "naive realism",
"reification", "Tirakuna (The Places)", "k'intu", "sami", or any of many others. I will not
emphasize the Quechua terms from Allen, but I will ask about a few that appear repeatedly
and play a significant role in the book. Those concepts that Allen frequently translates or
uses English words for will be given in both forms, as above for Tirakuna (The Places).

Essay questions might include questions like:

1. Why is useful or necessary to understand people of other cultures? Give an example of
an unwanted outcome that occurred because people failed to understand another
culture, explaining how the misunderstanding led to the result.

2. Say three people are discussing a news article that claims that recent immigrants from
Laos (Laotians) eat dogs. Ethan takes an ethnocentric point of view. Carrie takes a
cultural relativist point of view. Mark takes a multiculturalist point of view.
Summarize what each one might say, and explain in what sense it illustrates their point
of view.

3. What is culture shock? What do we learn from the very existence of such a thing?
What sorts of things does an anthropologist learn from his or her particular
experiences of culture shock in a given culture?

4. Explain the terms "emic" and "etic", and use examples from Allen's ethnography of
Sonqo to illustrates each.

5. Explain the senses in which "race" is, and is not, a meaningful way of categorizing
people.

6. Explain the argument or point that Middleton is trying to convey when he contrasts
"common ground" with "lived difference".

7. What are the three approaches that Middleton suggests we try when attempting to
understand another culture? Illustrate each approach by using it to interpret some



aspect of Sonqo Runa culture or some event from Allen's ethnography The Hold Life
Has. (You can use a different cultural practice or event for each approach, or you can
use multiple approaches to interpret the same practice or event, whichever you prefer.)

8. In what senses can we learn about our own culture by comparing it to others? As an
example, compare an aspect of Sonqo Runa culture with our own. You might compare
their notions of masculinity and femininity to ours; their practice of marriage to ours;
their conception of the landscape and places with ours; what they do to gain respect
and social standing with what we do; or any other comparably rich comparison that
interests you. Does this exercise suggest anything about our own culture (similar to or
different from the Runa) that you might not have thought about otherwise?

9. Why does Middleton (along with many others) think that National Geographic is not
as effective as it might be at fostering cross-cultural understanding among middle-
class north American readers?

10. Middleton suggests that systematic racism was a product of European colonialism.
While I argued that European colonialism was not the only context in which
systematic racism arose, it certainly did have that effect in many places. Explain how
Allen's discussion of the historical and present status of the Sonqo Runa illustrates
Middleton's point.

11. Would you say that the Runa of Sonqo were subject to "conflict racism" or
"paternalistic racism" in the decades described in Allen's ethnography (including the
afterword, if you wish)? Give two examples and explain how they support your claim.

12. Middleton suggests that (among other things) culture change:
� involves interaction between two cultures, regardless of which seems dominant
� is experienced differently by different segments of population
� is selective, as cultures accept, reject, and modify elements of other cultures
� interacts w. local cognitive and emotional styles; it has symbolic value
� towards western "progress and development" is not universally accepted as good
Explain and illustrate these points using the discussion of changes in Runa culture in
the afterword of The Hold Life Has.

13. Explain the concept of an ayllu in the region of Sonqo. Are there similar organizations
or principals in our own culture, including rural or other subcultures? In what ways are
they similar and different? Where does your response fall along Middleton's
"balancing act" continuum from cultural uniqueness to cultural comparability?

14. The Runa of Sonqo respond very differently to animal and human excrement than we
do. Give an example. How does Allen explain this? Which of Middleton's three
approaches to culture is this an example of, and why?


