
Anth 203.2: Introduction to Cultural Anthropology, Spring 2011 

Assignment: Concept paper 
 
Purposes: To practice treating an ethnography as source material. To exercise one idea 
or concept from the early portion of the course. To practice writing clearly, specifically, 
and convincingly about an anthropological idea, using evidence from an ethnography to 
support your claim. To get a sense of how I handle assignments and grading in a low-
pressure setting, since only a modest number of points are involved. 
 

What you do: Find your name on the list at the end of this assignment information, and 
note which concept is assigned to you. 
 

Find a passage in Guests of the Sheik to which your concept is relevant. That is, find a 
portion of the book which is an example of the concept, or which the concept could help 
to interpret. The concept need not be mentioned specifically by name in the passage. The 
passage may be in the chapters already assigned, or further into the book.  
 

Do NOT pick the examples I mentioned in class and in the notes: BJ’s ethnocentric 
response to the abaya (pp. 5-7), or her exaggerated response to the birds in the roof (pp. 
10 and 13) and her focus on familiar foods (p. 22) as symptoms of culture shock. 
 

Write a brief essay one page long (double-spaced) in which you: 
 

1. Identify and explain the concept assigned to you, in your own words. You will have to 
use the term or concept itself, of course, but the explanation should be original. Do not 
just copy phrases from the notes, a reading, or some other source. 

 

2. Identify the passage in the book that illustrates the concept, or to which the concept is 
relevant. Give the page number(s) of the passage, and briefly describe the scene, event, 
observation, etc. in your own words. Again, do not just copy text from the book; 
instead, describe the passage. 

 

Example: “The concept of time travel is illustrated by the scene on page 973 in 
which BJ steps through the doorway and finds herself in the twelfth century.” 

 

3. Explain why or how the concept is relevant. Convince me that your choice of this 
passage is reasonable, by showing how the passage illustrates the concept, how the 
concept might apply to it, or how the concept could help us interpret the passage. 

 

Example: “This scene is an example of time travel because BJ was transported to 
another time, which is what the concept means. The concept helps the reader to 
understand what happens next by reminding us that it occurs in a different time with 
a different technology, which is why she cannot turn on a light in the dark room…” 
 

Use your own words: Do not quote Guests of the Sheik, class notes, or other sources. 
 

Grading:  This brief paper is worth up to 100 points, of the 1000 possible in the course. 
The grading rubric is attached, to give you an idea of what I will be looking for. 
 

Submitting the paper: Submit the paper by email to bruce.owen@sonoma.edu, as an 
attachment. To be on time, the file must be sent no later than the date and time indicated 
on the class web page. Please be sure that the file is attached. Sending an email without a 
file attached is not sufficient. Note that the deadline is on a Sunday, not a class day. 
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I will reply to your email as soon as possible after receiving your file. If you have not 
heard from me within 36 hours, assume that I did not get the file and try again. 
 

Since technical problems can occur, do not wait until the last minute to send the file. 
 

As a backup, you may turn in a paper copy at a class before the deadline to show that it 
was ready before the due date, or at the class session following the deadline to prove that 
it was ready shortly after the due date. If I did not get the matching file by the deadline, I 
will use the paper copy to determine whether it was on time or slightly late. I will still not 
grade the paper until I receive the file by email. The paper copy serves only as a 
placeholder until I get the computer file. 
 

Being able to email files as attachments is a useful skill. 
 

Late assignments: I will accept an assignment as slightly late, with a 5% grading 
penalty, if I get a paper copy or computer file at the class meeting following the due date. 
Otherwise, I will accept an assignment as up to one week after the due date with a 10% 
grading penalty. I will not grade any assignment, on time or late, until I have received it 
as a computer file attached to an email message. The file must match the paper version. 
 

File format:  Save the paper in Microsoft Word 97-2003 “.doc” format, not the newer and 
less widely accepted “.docx” format, nor formats of other word processors. 
 

Virtually all word processors can open and save files in the “.doc” format. If you use 
Word 2007 or 2010, use “Save As” and select “Word 97-2003 document”. Older versions 
of Word save in “.doc” format automatically. Other word processers have different 
procedures, usually involving a “Save As” menu item. 
 

Knowing how to create files in this virtually universal format is another useful skill. 
 

File name: Name the file in this format: 
 

a203-11s-2-Concept-LastnameFirstname.doc 
 

Replace “LastnameFirstname” with your name, last name first, capitalizing the first letter 
of each name. The first part identifies the course, semester, and section. 
 

Drafts: You are welcome to discuss your assignment with me or give me a draft to 
review before the assignment is due. My comments and suggestions may help you write a 
better paper and get a better grade. Please send your draft soon enough that there is time 
for me to respond and you to revise. Please name the file as above, but add “-draft”, like 
 

a203-11s-2-Concept-LastnameFirstname-draft.doc 
 

Grading:  The rubric (below) shows the specific areas for which I will assign points. 
Address each portion of the rubric in your paper. 
 

I look for clear, specific writing in which you give logical reasons and specific evidence 
to support your claims. Whatever you say, convince me that you are right. 
 

If you want to mention a possibility or hypothesis that you think is reasonable but cannot 
prove is correct, that is OK – just show why it is a reasonable possibility. You might even 
explain why you cannot be sure, what the alternatives might be, and so on. 
 

I also look for creativity and insight. Clear and obvious observations are fine, if they are 
well supported, but if you can add less obvious ones, that is even better. 
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Concept paper – Grading rubric 
 

Points Possible Item 

 20 
Identifies and explains the assigned concept, in the student’s own words. 
 
 

 10 

Identifies the passage in the book that illustrates the concept, or to which the 
concept is relevant, by giving the page number(s) of the passage. 
 
 

 20 

Describes the passage in the book that illustrates the concept, or to which the 
concept is relevant, in the student’s own words. 
 
 

 30 

Explains why or how the concept is relevant to the passage. Clearly shows 
how the passage illustrates the concept, how the concept might apply to it, 
or how the concept could help us interpret the passage. 
 
 

 20 

Complies with instructions about submitting by email, file name and format, 
not using quotations or copied text, approximate length (need not be exact). 
 
 

  

Paper copy submitted at the class after the deadline (-5%) 
Paper copy or file submitted up to one week late (-10%) 
Discusses a concept other than the one assigned (-50%) 
Picks one of the passages mentioned in class and lecture notes, listed in the 
assignment information (-75%) 
 

 100 
Total 
 

 
 

Grading scale 
 

10 
possible 

20 
possible 

30 
possible 

 
Description 

10 20 30 Outstanding: multiple good thoughts, clear, well supported 
8 16 24 Good 
6 12 18 Sufficient, reasonable, adequate 
4 8 12 Mediocre: minimal, not quite correct, and/or weakly supported 
2 4 6 Poor: incorrect, misunderstood, poorly supported, but an attempt 
0 0 0 Absent: not addressed 
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Concept assignments: Anth 203.2 (M-W 4:00-5:15) 
 

Albavera, Jessica culture is integrated 
Bernal, Raul culture is adaptive 
Bruzzone, Katherine culture is naturalized 
Bunger, Ryan culture is arbitrary 
Butler, Kelsey cultural construct 
Chadha, Tara material culture 
Chrastil, Niamh ideal culture 
Colombo, Olivia ethnocentrism 
Cooke, Melissa culture shock 
Curtis-Peno, Aubrey cultural relativism 
Dawes, Matthew culture is integrated 
Deacon, M. Heather culture is adaptive 
Dougherty, Chase culture is naturalized 
Edwards, Jonathan culture is arbitrary 
Falconio, Jacqueline cultural construct 
Furia, Justin material culture 
Galdamez, Veronica ideal culture 
Gallino, Anthony ethnocentrism 
Garnica, Erica culture shock 
Gee, Eric cultural relativism 
Gerson, Marlon culture is integrated 
Ghazal, Michael culture is adaptive 
Grubb, Lauren culture is naturalized 
Haight, Connor culture is arbitrary 
Hildebrand, Gina cultural construct 
Hill, Megan material culture 
Kass, Andrew ideal culture 
Lofton, Irona ethnocentrism 

Martin, Ashley culture shock 
Matthews, Kelsey cultural relativism 
Mileff, Milo culture is integrated 
Molnar, Brittany culture is adaptive 
Moua, Mai culture is naturalized 
Nagy, Jordan culture is arbitrary 
Nicolos, Ryan cultural construct 
Nishimoto, Jared material culture 
Norris, Austin ideal culture 
Owens, Rachel ethnocentrism 
Padilla, Noemi culture shock 
Parker, Tiffany cultural relativism 
Petulla, Ryan culture is integrated 
Pritchard, Kaitlin culture is adaptive 
Randall, Jocelyn culture is naturalized 
Rangel, Yvette culture is arbitrary 
Renteria, Sarah cultural construct 
Ricci, Martin material culture 
Richardson, James ideal culture 
Ruvalcaba, Kristina ethnocentrism 
Schebler, Kristi culture shock 
Smith, Kendra cultural relativism 
Solari, Jessica culture is integrated 
Strom, Kayla culture is adaptive 
Tapia, George culture is naturalized 
Taylor, James culture is arbitrary 

 


