
Analytical Reading Assignment 
 

Overview 
 

You write a summary analysis of one of the early readings in the course using a two-column 
format. For each paragraph in the reading, you indicate in the left-hand column what information 
is provided in that paragraph. In the right-hand column, you explain the purpose of the 
paragraph, that is, why the author included that information, what point the author is making 
with or about it, and/or how it contributes to the overall argument. Introduce the analysis with a 
paragraph or two explaining the overall purpose, argument, and/or point(s) of the reading. 
 

Choose a reading 
 

You may choose to do this assignment with any of the following class readings from the book or 
the class web page: 
 

• Malinowski 1932 [1922] - Extract from the Introduction to Argonauts of the Western Pacific 
• Kluckhohn 1949 - "Queer Customs" 
• Middleton 2003 - "Culture Shock", in The Challenge of Human Diversity 
• Kottak 2005 - Extracts on race and ethnicity, in Kottak 2005, Mirror for Humanity 
• Fish 1995 - "Mixed Blood" 
• Robbins 2006 - Extracts from "Culture and Meaning" in Cultural Anthropology 
• Middleton 2003 - Pages 3-7 from "Introduction" in The Challenge of Human Diversity 
• Monaghan and Just 2000 - "A Very Short Introduction", in Social and Cultural Anthropology: 

A Very Short Introduction 
• Monaghan and Just 2000 -  "Chapter 1, A Dispute in Donggo: Fieldwork and Ethnography", 

in Social and Cultural Anthropology: A Very Short Introduction 
• Monaghan and Just 2000 - "Chapter 2, Bee Larvae and Onion Soup: Culture", in Social and 

Cultural Anthropology: A Very Short Introduction 
• Middleton 2003 - Extracts from "Our Lived Difference" in The Challenge of Human Diversity 
 

Please note that this list does not include the very shortest readings, nor the particularly cut-and-
dried reading by Bonvillain. 
 

What to do 
 

Read your selection carefully. You may want to print it and take notes in the margins. For each 
paragraph, note what the content of the paragraph is, and separately, what the point or purpose of 
that content is. Arrange these in two parallel columns for easy comparison. For example,  
 
Content 
 

Purpose or point 

Describes American and Koryak women's 
attitudes about marriages with multiple wives 

To convince us that people of different cultures 
have different interpretations of the same 
things, and feel that their view is the only 
natural, sensible one 

Describes a child of European parents who was 
raised in China, spoke and acted Chinese, was 
baffled by American ways, and returned to 
China 

To show that culture is learned and 
independent of biological origins, and that it 
strongly shapes who a person is 
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Once you have described the content and purpose of all the paragraphs, write a paragraph or two 
that summarizes the argument, purpose, or point(s) of the reading. Place this before the two-
column section, as an introduction. 
 

Writeup 
 

If you use Microsoft Word, you might find the easiest way to create the two column layout is to 
make a table with two columns and a row for each paragraph. 
 

Turning it in 
 

Turn in your assignment BOTH on paper, AND as a file attached to an email message to me. I 
will return the paper copy with comments and a grade written on it. The paper copy is due in 
class on the day indicated on the class web site. The computer file OF THE IDENTICAL 
PAPER is due by midnight of that day. I must have BOTH versions to give you credit. Name the 
file in this format: 
 

203-07f-reading-SimpsonBart.doc 
 

The word "reading" identifies this assignment, as opposed to the others later in this course. Your 
word processor may add a 3-letter file extension like ".doc" or ".wps". 
 

Drafts 
 

You are welcome to discuss your assignment with me or give me a draft to review before the 
assignment is due. If you email a draft, please name the file as above, but add "-draft", like 
 

203-07s-1-reading-SimpsonBart-draft.doc 
 

Grading 
 

This assignment is worth 100 points, out of 1000 for the course. 


