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 Copyright Bruce Owen 2009 

− Anthropology 340: Living in our Globalized World 
− I’m Bruce Owen 

− I am an archaeologist, trained broadly in an anthropology department, as are most 
archaeologists in the US 

− I work mostly in Peru 
− I’ve spent over 5 years there since 1983 
− While doing that, I have seen tremendous and rapid changes there, both good and bad 
− almost all of which are tied up with the process of globalization 

− I have been watching these changes and thinking about them in the ways that 
anthropologists do 
− and I want to share an anthropological approach to understanding the world, especially 

(but not only) the modern world, as it is being shaped by the processes of globalization  

− We live in an increasingly global world. 
− What happens in China or Mexico affects us here more and faster than ever. 
− What we do here, from 

− what we buy to how we vote, 
− profoundly affects others around the globe. 

− Their lives and cultures change; so do ours. 
− Some push back. 
− Some move here, contributing to our increasingly pluralistic society. 

− Globalization is tied up with most of today’s big issues: 
− global warming, 
− terrorism, 
− wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
− swine flu, 
− immigration, 
− ethnic tensions, 
− job outsourcing, 
− the current recession, and more. 

− In this class, we will explore these problems, 
− so you get a better sense of the changes going on 
− and the interconnectedness of the modern world 

− But more than that, we will look at a particular way of understanding globalization and these 
problems, 
− and what causes them: the culture of capitalism. 
− We will follow the money, starting centuries ago, or arguably even further. 
− But we will do so as anthropologists, 

− realizing that people see their world and their options through the lens of their culture. 
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− we will find explanations in terms not only of economics, but also of 
− culture as a way of adapting to conditions 
− culture as a system of meanings, symbols, interpretations, and values 
− culture as an interconnected system, where changes in one aspect ripple through the 

culture to affect other aspects in sometimes unexpected ways 
− we will look at how meanings of things, roles in life, choices of what to do, and overall 

understandings of the world 
− are different in different cultures 

− they are arbitrary cultural constructs 
− how those differences shape the processes of globalization 
− and are shaped by them 

− we will look at capitalism as a social system 
− using a materialist approach 
− and we will find that capitalism has fostered some particular features of culture. 
− these features are so familiar to us that we usually don’t even notice them. 
− But by looking at the cultures of others, anthropology helps us to see what is different 

and important about our own. 
− it makes us better observers of the social world we are so immersed in 

− What the course covers 
− a wide range of global problems and issues that affect you personally 

− through the economy 
− politics 
− laws 
− crime 
− terrorism 
− your own and others’ health 
− social pressures and changing cultures 
− advertising 
− immigration 
− personal interactions you have in daily life 
− and many other ways 

− a way of understanding WHY these processes are happening, and how they are 
interconnected 
− this is similar to the reasoning behind many social protests, activist movements, and 

complaining news stories 
− mostly from the political left, but also from the right 

− but which is rarely clearly explained 
− and maybe often not that well understood by protesters themselves 

− this world view often sounds cynical or like angry ranting 
− but there is some clear logic behind it 

− the idea is to make this view of the world explicit and clear, so you can evaluate it, and use 
the parts you find believable (most or all, I hope) 

− By the end of the course, you will 
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− better understand the significance of news stories about many local and global issues 
− in part by learning some basic modern geography that is needed to understand global 

interactions 
− have a clearer understanding of the processes and causes of globalization, one of the 

fundamental features of our society today 
− you will get beyond the all-too-common cynical ranting about globalization, 
− to constructive, reasoned discussion 

− have a broader basis for deciding 
− how to vote 
− what to buy or not buy 
− what social or political actions you might want to take or not take 

− On a more daily level, I hope you 
− refine how you respond to people you meet who are culturally different from you 
− develop a clearer view of your own culture 
− understand and apply anthropological concepts such as 

− culture 
− cultural relativism 
− ethnocentrism 
− construction of meanings and roles 
− and others 
− not only as academic abstractions, but as basic tools for 

− understanding the world 
− and living in it effectively and responsibly 

− become a more empathetic, tolerant, aware, and politically active person 

− Format of the course 
− Mostly lectures with a fair amount of class discussion, usually with some Powerpoint slides 

− I hope you will ask questions and make comments 
− Enrollment 

− No waiting list, special permissions, etc. 
− If you want to get in, just keep checking PeopleSoft and grab a seat if someone drops 
− hint from a student: use getthatclass.com, a free service that will monitor the enrollment 

system and text or email you when a seat opens up in a specified class 
− This course satisfies the upper division Integrated Person (E) General Education 

requirement. 

− Course mechanics, from the syllabus 
− Key to the course: the class web page 

− note that this is NOT a WebCT (Blackboard) page 
− You can get to it from the SSU “Class web pages” list 

− From the SSU web page (sonoma.edu) 
− click on "Information for…students", 
− then "Class web pages", 
− then pick your section of Anth 340 (either “.1” on the main campus, or “.3” in Ukiah) 
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− You are responsible for checking the class web page regularly 
− The web page takes precedence over the paper syllabus 
− It will change over the semester, so check it! 

− I will post new announcements, assignment information, deadlines, study guides, etc. 
− I may adjust the reading schedule if we fall behind or get ahead 
− I will add some online readings that are not listed yet 

− but don’t worry, it won’t be too much 
− I may change deadlines, exam dates, etc. 

− The web page features: 
− Class news, reminders, changes to assignments deadlines, readings, test dates, etc. 

− These can be important! 
− The schedule of readings 

− Each day shows what you should read from the textbook, 
− and has links to online assigned readings 

− Please do the readings before the class session 
− The readings are moderate, about 34 pages per class, or about 68 pages per week 
− The schedule also has links to 

− lecture notes 
− Usually will be posted before the class session 
− These notes can be useful for studying 

− PowerPoint slides used in class 
− usually posted after the class session 
− also good for assignments and preparing for tests 

− Optional online sources of additional information related to some class sessions 
− The schedule also shows 

− dates when each assignment is due 
− dates of the tests 

− Virtual handouts 
− the syllabus 
− detailed information about each assignment 
− charts, maps, and other items 
− study guides, etc. 

− Links to other websites with useful and interesting information and images 
− The class web page URL is in the syllabus (which is on the website… what use is that?) 
− To access some items, you will need a class user ID and password 

− because some of the reading is copyrighted 
− restricting access meets the requirements of use for "educational purposes" 
− Class user ID: 
− Class password: 

− Furloughs 
− Because of the severe state budget cuts to the California State University system, most 

staff other than Police Services must take 2 unpaid furlough days a month, and faculty 
must to take 9 unpaid furlough days each semester. 
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− We have to sign a statement that we will not work on furlough days. 
− We have been urged to divide the days proportionally among class days and days for 

preparation and grading (which extends both before the first class and after the last one.). 
− This works out to three class sessions cancelled per semester for courses that meet twice a 

week, or one class for courses that meet once a week 
− That approximates nine percent less school for your (increased) fees overall. 
− Furlough days are not holidays, although I have scheduled them adjacent to holidays to 

give you more flexibility. 
− The furlough days are indicated below and in the class schedule, along with required 

activities comparable to a class period 
− Tuesday, Setp 8 (the day after Labor Day holiday) 
− Wednesday, Oct. 14 
− Tuesday, Nov. 10 (the day before Veterans’ day holiday) 
− Tuesday, Nov. 24 (the day before Thanksgiving break) 

− You may schedule those activities whenever you want, before the next class meeting. 
− Other furlough days will delay my returning some assignments or tests. 
− Should you wish to contact your Governor or legislators about funding for the CSU, 

contact information is posted at 
− http://www.sonoma.edu/uaffairs/legislators.shtml 

− We use one book: 
− Robbins, Richard H. (2008) Global Problems and the Culture of Capitalism. Fourth 

edition. Pearson. 
−  ISBN 978-0-205-52487-7 
− Available from the Northlight Books, Amazon.com, and elsewhere 

− Grading 
− 20%: Short reading quiz at most class sessions (about 0.8% each) 
− 20%: Interview with an immigrant 

− You interview someone who immigrated to the US from another country after the age of 
16. 

− You write a 5 to 7 page paper that deals with the differences and similarities between 
your culture and your interviewee’s, using anthropological approaches you learn in this 
course. 

− The interviewee may be a friend, a relative, someone you met standing in line, or 
whatever - just not the same person as anyone else in this class is interviewing. 

− Guidelines will be posted on the class website. 
− 20%: Analysis of a global issue relevant to your interviewee’s country. 

− You pick an issue that is important to the country that your interviewee came from and 
that has to do with globalization and the culture of capitalism. 

− You write a 5 to 7 page paper explaining the issue, its origins and cultural effects, and 
how it fits into the global framework of the culture of capitalism, using approaches 
developed in this class. 

− Again, details will be posted on the class website. 
− 20%: In-class midterm 
− 20%: Final exam during exam week 
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− essays, short answers, and map questions 
− study guides will be posted on the web page 

− Grading scheme: This course is graded on a curve, with the minimum score for a B- initially 
set near the median (that is, about half the class gets a B- or better). 
− I may then shift the grade ranges up or down somewhat to better reflect the performance of 

the class. 
− Submitting assignments: The written assignments must be submitted as a file attached to an 

email message to me. 
− No paper copy is needed. 
− I will comment and grade the paper on an evaluation form tailored to each assignment. 
− This form will be included in the assignment information, to help you understand what I 

am looking for. 
− I will email the completed form back to you. 
− The computer file is due by midnight of the due date. 
− Due dates will be on days when the class does not meet, so that coming to class will not 

conflict with last-minute work on your assignment. Due dates will be indicated on the 
class web page. 

− Details on submitting assignments will be included in the assignment information. 
− Late assignment policy: 

− I will accept assignments up to one week late with a 10% grading penalty. I will not accept 
any assignment more than one week after the due date. 

− Drafts: I encourage you to submit drafts of the assignments so that I can comment on them 
and suggest directions for the final version. 
− Email is fastest, but I will also look at paper drafts. 
− please indicate that you are sending a draft, and not submitting a final version 

− Rewrites: If you get a C or lower on an assignment, you may submit a rewritten version 
− within two weeks of the date when I returned the evaluation form. 
− I will deduct 20% from the score, and count either the original grade or the rewritten 

paper’s grade, whichever is higher. 
− Email: I usually reply to emails within 24 hours. If you do not hear from me within 48 hours, 

assume that I did not get your message and try again. 
− Plagiarism 

− Don’t do it! 
− I have failed students for plagiarism 
− I have posted an explanation of plagiarism on the course web page that you may want to 

look at. It explains how to easily avoid plagiarizing 
− Please see me if you have any doubts or questions about this 

− I do not take attendance, but 
− I cover things in class that are not in the readings 
− I return essays and tests with comments in class 
− I show lots of pictures that make things easier to visualize and remember 
− I explain overall patterns, important points, and errors in the readings 
− You and your colleagues can ask questions 
− Sometimes I announce changes to assignments, deadlines, readings, etc. in class 
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− Students who come to class tend to do better on the assignments and tests. 
− But I won't patronize you or waste time by taking roll, so I’ll leave attendance up to you. 

− Students with Special Needs: 
− If you are a student with special learning needs and you think you may require 

accommodations, your first step is to register with the campus office of Disabled Student 
Services, Salazar 1049, phone 664-2677. 

− DSS will provide you with written confirmation of your verified disability and authorize 
recommended accommodations. 

− You then bring this recommendation to me, and we work out how to handle the 
accommodations. 

− If you think you may require assistance evacuating a building in the event of a disaster, 
please let me know what type of assistance you think you may need. 

− University polices 
− the syllabus includes a link to University policies on adding and dropping, appealing 

grades, cheating, and other things you might want to know about 
− Contacting me: 

− My office hours: 
− Tu-Th 2:30-3:30; Tu 5:30-6:30 
− in Stevenson 3007 
− or see me after class 
− or arrange to see me at some other time, if none of these are convenient 
− email me at: bruce.owen@sonoma.edu , which I usually check at least once every day 
− or click on the email link near the top of the course web page 
− Don't bother with my office phone, since I am rarely there except during office hours, and 

I rarely check the voice mail. 
− I have a box in the Anthro department office, Stevenson 2054, where you can leave 

messages or papers for me 
− If the door to Stevenson 2054 is locked, go in through Stevenson 2070 
− please don't slide things under my office door, stick them to a nearby bulletin board, 

etc., because I share that office with several other people who may not correctly figure 
out what to do with your paper. 

− do the first reading assignment! 

− Photos 


